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Zagreb, March 4th, 2020 



      
Prime Minister Andrej Plenković

Republic of Croatia
Trg svetog Marka 2 

10 000 Zagreb

predsjednik@vlada.hr    

Subject: Open letter from the Centre for Peace Studies and Are You Syrious on behalf of Forum 2020

Dear Prime Minister Plenković,
While an inter-parliamentary conference for the Common Foreign and Security Policy and the Common Security and Defense Policy is taking place in Zagreb, at the external borders of the European Union refugees are losing their lives and human rights are being violated.

Following Turkey's decision to "open" its border, various media have reported that hundreds of refugees and migrants have been seen in the northwest of the country, on route towards the security of the European Union. In response, Greece suspended the fundamental human right to seek asylum for new arrivals who entered the country irregularly, for the time being for a month.

We must emphasize that the instability and insecurity we are currently witnessing at the EU's external borders are a direct consequence of the inadequacy of past EU policies. Primarily: harmful treaties with countries such as Turkey and Libya, countries that violate human rights and develop their political advantages through blackmail, all the while undermining fundamental values ​​such as respect for human dignity and the rule of law - values which the EU is still obliged to protect.

Your announcement that Croatia will use all available resources to help protect the EU's external borders, in this case: the Greek and Bulgarian borders, as well as your insistence on framing this as an emergency situation that could lead to the deployment of the army to the borders, is not in line with the role you have as the Prime Minister of the country currently presiding over the Council of the European Union. Given that you yourself stated in your Presidency announcement that the Government will strive for “reform of the Common European Asylum System and improved cooperation with third countries, including in ​​Southeastern Europe, the region we refer to as the Eastern Mediterranean or the Western Balkans route ”, Forum 2020 holds that your first move in the context of the current situation should go in exactly the direction you had announced.

In 2016, you correctly asserted that "reforming the Common European Asylum System is an important step in the direction of a fairer solution to the refugee crisis through shared responsibility and solidarity of all Member States in receiving migrants." Yet, in the past four years, we have not seen you actively or substantially advocate for such a policy. On the contrary, Prime Minister Plenković - you have allowed Croatia to take the burden off the EU and onto itself – namely, the burden of inhumane treatment and the violation of human rights of refugees and migrants.
One third of the Presidency is behind us, and given the situation we are facing, it is your responsibility to keep your word on this important topic and put the matter of reform of the Common European Asylum System on the agenda. The Common European Asylum System (CEAS) must be human rights-based, have clear objectives, and eliminate the malfunctions of the existing system. Finally, any reform of the CEAS must protect and empower rather than diminish the rights of asylum-seekers and refugees.
Such a reform must enable:

• the provision of appropriate status to third-country nationals seeking international protection, ensuring full respect for the principle of non-refoulement,

• a profound review of the Dublin system with a permanent division of responsibilities and procedural safeguards to protect asylum seekers from violations of their fundamental rights,

• establishing procedures to ensure the timely disembarkation of rescued persons from ships and the sharing of responsibilities for their admission to EU Member States, which should be facilitated by the European Commission;

• the use of sanctioning measures for those Member States that violate human rights and do not wish to participate in the shared allocation of responsibilities and,

• securing appropriate funds for integration measures and measures ensuring equal opportunities, while reducing investments in the militarization of borders and the deportation of people.


We must not forget that the EU is primarily a peace project and that it must distinguish itself as the new global actor for peace and stability. This requires that the EU strengthen its diplomatic activities, and direct international development cooperation policies not predominantly towards "democratically" elected dictators - but towards those segments of society that uphold the values of democracy and human rights.

 

Instead of suspending fundamental human rights, the EU must act responsibly and provide legally-guaranteed protection to people in need. 

The EU must put in place appropriate policies and practices to prevent the disintegration of the asylum system, and to mitigate the persistent insecurity of people on the move due to the consequences of the EU's harmful externalization treaties and the unequal conditions of reception and integration in EU countries. Croatia has the opportunity and the responsibility to position itself as the vector for change that leads to a sustainable future in line with the fundamental values of the European Union, and it is up to you not to miss out on this historical opportunity.

On behalf of Forum 2020,

	Are you Syrious? 

Brune Bušića 42

10 000 Zagreb

areyousirious@gmail.com 
	Centar za mirovne studije

Selska cesta 112a

10 000 Zagreb

cms@cms.hr




�  Forum 2020 member organizations are: ADRA Croatia; B.a.B.e.; Centre for Democracy and Law Miko Tripalo; Centre for Peace, Non-violence and Human Rights – Osijek; Centre for Peace Studies; Documenta – Center for Dealnig with the Past; Forum Freedom of Education; Gong; IPE – Institute for Political Ecology; Human Rights House Zagreb; MIRamiDA Center –Regional Peacebuilding Exchange; Croatian Youth Network; ODRAZ – Sustainable Community Development; Terra Hub; Association "Mi" – Split; Association „Earthlings - Are You Syrious?“; VUK – Youth Association Varaždin Underground Club; Udruga za samozastupanje; Green Action; Women's Room – Centre for Sexual Rights, CROSOL – Croatian Platform for International Citizen Solidarity
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